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W: the time has 

come and the news 
we dreaded in July has 
materialised after all as 
we are now in the midst of 
another lockdown. Albeit this 
one isn’t as severe as many 
shops and businesses can still 
stay open but the downside 
is that the generous financial 
support that existed via the 
furlough scheme ended on 
31° October and here we are 
with darker evenings now 
having the added pressure of 
Christmas coming for many 
families who are feeling the 
pinch. For over 7 months 
now some people _ have 

been isolating, their jobs 
and careers put on_ hold, 
friendships and _ socialising 
halted and now what real 
prospect do they have looking 
forward other than austerity 
and depression. The mental 
health issues that will come 
out of the Covid-19 pandemic 
will certainly be very hard to 
deal with and already the rise 
in alcohol abuse and domestic 
violence alone shows that 
there are hard issues within a 
domestic setting. 

The mixed messages coming 
out of Stormont —hasn’t 
helped this so while we were 
told shielding is over and 
get back to work we were 
offered enticements to head 
out for a meal three days a 

- week. The queues for food 
obviously must have been a 
strong deterrent for Covid as 
you could safely stand with 
many others waiting on a 
table but you couldn’t go to a 
bar for a pint. Now we have 
many businesses shut for a 
four week period yet its ok to 
keep shops and supermarkets 
open with sales on to draw 
in the Xmas trade. Its safe to 
stand bunched up in a line at 
Smyths Toys but not safe to sit 
Ela@eclee-]o)(oMVTidam\Zele| mialclaromelare| 
have a pint. 


The problem in ‘Northern 
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The voice of The Loyalist telling it like it is 


Ireland and many other parts 
of the United Kingdom is that 
people generally don’t like being 
told what to do so when the 
original guidelines came into 
force there wasn’t the same 
abidance that would happen 
in other countries across the 
world. In fact going further our 
own government ministers were 
flouting rules from day one by 
attending grand funerals where 
thousands of people were 
brought out onto the streets 
yet weeks later had pictures 
of themselves wearing a mask 
asking everyone else to do the 
same. The hypocrisy of some is 
simply disgusting. 

Yet it was heartening to hear 
some politicians actually speak 
out and tell some truth as 
Edwin Poots the controversial 
Agriculture Minister said that he 
had “grave reservations” about 
the restrictions brought in on 15" 
October. He went on to say that 
lockdown was “unsustainable” 
and the DUP were in a minority 
in opposing it. The most telling 
bit about this was when he said 
“We can’t live in an eternal 
lockdown, people need to live 
their lives, we have to get to a 
point where life can continue.” 
This will surely be something 
that many of the public will 
desire and whilst we all must 
do our bit to ensure safety of 
the vulnerable life does indeed 
have to go on. Businesses must 
be allowed to operate and stay 
open, employees mostly have to 
go to work because they cannot 
stay at home. Many jobs just 
aren’t set up to be performed 
within a domestic setting and 
the realisation is that many small 
businesses in the hospitality 
sector rely on town centre 
office and construction workers 
to stay afloat. The feeling of 
desertion within Belfast City 
Centre on a weekday is bound 
to be replicated in London, 
Liverpool, Glasgow, Swansea 
and Edinburgh so what can be 
done to reverse this? ~ 


Dark days are literally coming, 
the clocks have went back and 
so too does it seem that our 
chances of emerging from this 
pandemic have went back a step. 

The timing of the lockdown, 
or should that be the “circuit 
breaker” has occurred over 
IsXcdaatclanl ole-Valeccmesielavel-\var- late mma al-l 
is surely something that many 
in our community will feel 
emotional about. It’s a time 


when people stand together in. 


large numbers and remember 
the fallen; not just those from 
the Great War but all conflicts 
right up to our own here in 
Northern Ireland. This year 
sadly we wont be able to do the 
same as in other years but the 
feeling of pride will still be there, 


the memories of lost loved 
ones, of ancestors who never 
returned from the Somme or 
any other war will be in our 
hearts and minds. We will 
never forget them. This surely 
must be one thing which will 
make us focus our energy 
towards coming out of Covid 
safely and securely; the fact: 
that those who came before 
us went through much, much 
more in terms of hardship and 
loss. : 4 

We will get through this but 
we need realistic leadership 
and we need a_ genuine 
recognition of the needs of 
all sections of society and the 
(YerelatelaavA 


THE LOYALIST 





MENTAL HEALTH 
OR SCUMBAGS 


W- continue to see the 
junkies traipsing the streets 
in our towns and cities with a 
certain immunity based on their 
classification of having a mental 
health problem. Now let’s be 
clear, this is not a judgement on 
mental health but rather it is 
highlighting those scumbags who 
are terrorising our communities, 
under the influence of the latest 
narcotics or chemicals they can 
get their hands on. A convicted 
druggie walked up to a young girl 
in Lisburn and took a schoolgirls 
phone for phone only for the 
local shopkeeper to apprehend 
this druggie, off his head. Another 
drug dependent hood walked by 
the local shop on a thoroughfare 
and punched the window in, again 
off his head. |am sorry but | would 
not want my kids growing up in an 
estate or indeed city where this 
type of thing was common, where 
people felt threatened. | want my 
kids to be safe in an area where 
Loyalism values exist, the journey 
that Loyalism has came along 
and a place that has community 
discipline within it. There are a 
number of factors that have to 
be taken into account including 
the state interventions and how 
they deal with this epidemic. The 
recent documentary by Nolan 
on Hydebank ‘College’ was a 
microcosm of what is wrong 
with society. We are terrified to 
enforce the rule of law in case 
the appeasers claim that this is an 
infringement on people’s rights 
and is in fact a mental health 
problem. Nonsense. This is a 
bunch of junkies who roam our 
streets in a state that is a threat 
to our children. What about 
their rights, what about their 
protection. It is time to get real 
and drive those zombies off our 
streets. Let the health service 
look after those who really have 
mental health problems. 
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POT AND KETTLE 


It was with dismay that 
we watched the recent 
statement against landlords by 
the INLA’s ‘political wing’ IRSP in 
North and West Belfast. There 
were two worrying aspects to 
this propaganda video. The 
first being the youthfulness 
of those activists who were 
talking, there is obviously a 
level of recruitment within 
areas that is targeting young 
adults. This is very worrying. 
The second problem with this 
was the blatant allegations of 
extortion from landlords. What 
a nonsense from the most active 
extortionists in Northern Ireland. 
The INLA are up to their necks 
in extortion, drug dealing and 
counterfeit goods, something 
they will claim is aimed at 
destabilising the ‘statelet’. These 
headcases are delusional and 
unless challenged by both police 
and now politicians, given their 
re-emergence of the ‘political 
wing’, they will continue to 
represent a bunch of gangsters. 
Any political statements or 
community action needs to come 
from a mandate that gives a 
cause and reason. These people 
are staging shows of strength in 
Londonderry, Belfast and Dublin. 
The seizure of counterfeit 
goods, illicit cigarettes and guns 
highlights the scale of criminality, 
all done in the name of funding 
the cause. When you see these 
young turks on social media, 
remember they are a front for 
a dangerous criminal gang who 
will prey on community. Loyalists 
need to be aware of these gangs 
and make sure they don’t get 
any fuel (pardon the pun) in 
Loyalist areas. These guys are 
the epitome of the pot calling the 
kettle black. 


ANOTHER 
REPUBLICAN FUNERAL 
MVS HEADIN 







It seems we have all become 


accustomed to Republican 
funerals while trying to deal with 
the Covid restrictions and noticed 
how they never seem to abide 
by government directives and 
in some cases the Government 
Ministers are at the forefront of 
these breaches (Michelle O’Neill 
with her selfies at Milltown being 
one such example). Just last week 
another funeral was prevalent on 
social media and that was the 
burial of the well known former 
Provisional IRA member Hugh 
Fitzsimmons who was buried in 
Lisburn of all places. 

No one is of course saying that 
the Blaris graveyard in Lisburn 
is a single identity area, quite 
the opposite, but some of the 
footage circulating recently of 
a Troubles era interview with 
the deceased showed the real 
bitterness and sectarianism 
people like him held. He made 








mention of how he would “kill 
Protestants if they were opposed 
to the IRA” and that the best 
place for a Protestant was “under 
the ground.” How ironic now that 
he himself is under the ground in 
a Unionist/Protestant majority 
city sharing the same graveyard 
with many deceased Orangemen 
and Loyalists? 

The funeral itself, well by all 
accounts the 25-person limit 
wasn’t abided by either with 
numbers of around 70 reported 
to have been present at Blaris 
cemetery where his coffin was 
draped in the Irish Tricolour. It 
was also reported that the PSNI 
were present at this time and I’m 
sure will come back to us to say 
an investigation is under way but 
in reality all it means that it will 
be swept under the carpet as we 
have seen time and again over 
the last few months. 
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Jackie McDONALD 


Straight talking from the heart of Loyalist South Belfast 





REMEMBRANCE DAY 





IN A DIFFERENT WAY 


write this article 

fore has just been an 
announcement from Stormont 
regarding further restrictions 
and guidelines. We have all 
been expecting some _ sort 
of ‘Circuit Breaker’ to be 
introduced and no matter what 
our elected representatives 
decide they will be criticised 
by the majority of people 
in Northern Ireland, these 
are very. difficult times 
and certainly very difficult 
decisions they have to 
make. There is no manual to 
refer to- certainly not here 
nor anywhere. This World 
Wide virus is unprecedented 
certainly in living memory and 
every Government in every 
Country is struggling as to how 
to deal with the problems of 

Health and Wealth, it’s like 
trying to mix oil and water, in 
these circumstances the two 
things don’t go together. 

So many of our people are 
complaining about their 
social lives being affected 
and not being allowed to do 
the things that they used to 
do, | understand that and | 
know how difficult life might 
become for many because of 
these restrictions, but they 
are essential for the wellbeing 
of our families and friends. 
Every Remembrance Sunday 
we reflect on the horrendous 
conditions our Heroes in the 
Armed Forces had to endure, 
film footage of the Battle of 
the Somme and many other 
Battlefields, in too many other 
wars. They had no Sky TV 
or Netflix, X boxes, laptops, 
computers or | phones, instead 


they fought and died in those 
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hellish conditions all too many 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
so that we could have the 
freedom that we have today. 
Now we all face a battle against 
this Coronavirus, it’s up to us 
now to make sacrifice and to 
accept and understand just 
how dangerous this ‘enemy’ is; 
protecting those we love and 
care for against it. 

When the first wave of the 
virus hit we listened to what 
we were being advised to do 
in the main we complied with 
the restrictions and we ‘Locked 
Down’ for weeks. We fought 
over toilet rolls, hand sanitisers 
and food off Supermarket 
shelves because we were 
worried about the dangers of 
Covid-19; it was a shock to 
our system. Hundreds were 
dying every day and the NHS 
was overwhelmed. Now we’ve 
got used to hearing about so 
many being tested Positive 
for the virus but very few, by 
comparison, dying from it too 
many simply don’t care about 
their own safety or for the safety 
of others. | can understand that 
too, during the Conflict here 
(and since) many death threats 
were issued against friends of 
mine everyone took the first 
few threats very seriously but 
after a while when the RUC 
called with another warning 
they just laughed it off and 
disregarded them. Many of 
those friends of mine are no 
longer with us as eventually the 
threats turned out to be real. 
We are all being warned of the 
threat to our health and to our 
family’s health because we hear 
it more and more often doesn’t 
mean it isn’t real we should not 


be complacent. 

Remembrance Sunday might 
well have come and gone by 
the time some people get to 
read this edition of the Loyalist 
Magazine many will see or will 
have seen a massive change as 
to how tributes are/were paid 
to our fallen Heroes with fewer 
people and smaller numbers 
at venues usually attended by 
large crowds. This will not and 
certainly does not mean any 
lessening of our appreciation 
or admiration for those who 
fought so bravely for all of us- 
they gave their today so that 
we could have our tomorrow 
so we will always remember 
and respect them. With these 
latest restrictions taking us 
well into November it is/was 
impossible and inappropriate 
to have the usual parades and 
the same numbers attending 
as in previous years but if we 
all adhere to what we’re being 
asked to do to combat this 
virus we shall hopefully be 
able to return to our normal 
Remembrance Sunday Services 
in future years. Those who 
blatantly defied the advice 
and guidelines given by Health 
Officials should reflect on why 
we are in this situation to realise 
and accept that they are at 
least partly responsible for the 
situation we find ourselves in. 
Don’t make the same mistakes 
again! Take care of each other, 
think of your families and 
friends, act responsibly. 


AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE 
SUN AND IN THE MORNING WE 
WILL REMEMBER THEM 


At this unique time with 
Oo much. confusion and 
uncertainty we in the Broader 
Unionist Family will have to be 
patient and not to overreact to 
the predicament our Political 
Representatives have placed 
us in. To be fair to them there 
is no easy way to deal with the 
increase in Positive test results, 
but | hope we don’t create even 
bigger problems for ourselves 
further down this difficult 
road. With Michelle O'Neill self 
isolating it was left to Arlene 
Foster to announce the latest 
4 week ‘Circuit Breaker’, maybe 
that would have been more 
balanced coming from Robin 
Swann..maybe! Some members 
within our Community will no 
doubt blame the DUP for this 


n 


decision, remember that ALL 
the Political Parties signed 
up to it. Whenever, though 


hopefully not too often, the 
PSNI have to enforce these 
restrictions/ instructions they 
will become the bad guys for 
upholding the Law and trying 
to protect us against the spread 
of the virus. Our economy has 
suffered already and it will 
certainly get worse before it 
gets any better, obviously this 
will be a worrying time for 
many as we near Christmas 
time, all these scenarios suit 
Sinn Fein perfectly. Think about 
it, who benefits from us falling 
out with the DUP and the 
PSNI ? Republicans have been 
trying to destroy our economy 
since the ‘Troubles’ began with 
their Bombing campaign, it’s 
important that we keep things 
in their proper perspective at 
this difficult time, we need 
everyone in our Community 
supporting each other and to 
listen to what advice we are 
being given. It might not be 
what we wanted to hear and 
there may need to be a few 
amendments but peoples lives 
are at risk, think of our friends 


and families! 
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U2’s BONO 


N° doubt there are many 
reading this publication 
who would be fans of rock music 
and in particular the famous New 
Yorkers Bon Jovi who have sold 
more than 100 Million records 
worldwide. Sadly, this month 
they (or should that be their 
leader singer and namesake 
Jon) hit the headlines here for a 
totally different reason and one 
which was baffling to say the 
least. 

The comments have produced 
both anger and amusement 
throughout the Unionist 
community and rightly so but 
for those not familiar with 
the incident he claimed on an 
American chat show that his 
upbringing in New Jersey was 
positively pedestrian compared 
to the horrendous upbringing of 
fellow musician Bono. He went 
on to describe how Orangemen 
paraded through Bono’s 
neighbourhood shouting “Get 
the Catholic kid and beat him up”. 

Now up to this point, said Bono 
has declined to comment on 
these fairy tales, but obviously 
the silence is deafening in its 
volume. Research is blatantly 
damning in that no orange 
parade has ever taken place in 
Finglas, certainly not officially, 
and quite frankly | find it hard 
to envisage such a parade ever 
having taken place. In fact, in a 
recent newspaper article by a 
Dublin Orangeman in response 
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to this the last known Orange 
parade in Dublin took place in 
1932 and the participants were 
attacked by a stone throwing 
mob. So, the opposite seems to 
be the case. 

In fact the Dublin Orangeman 
went on to describe how the 
area Bono lived in (Finglas Park) 
had social housing which were 
built by the Church of Ireland 
to provide homes for Working 
Class Protestants so to avail 
of one of these homes Bono’s 
family would have had to play 
some sort of role in the parish 
life. The product of a mixed 
marriage he attended Mount 
Temple Secondary School which 
although was coeducational 
was known to have at its core a 
Church of Ireland ethos. It was 
noted that it would be likely 
that this area would have some 
Orangemen living there and they 
would no doubt be well known 
to his parents and _ probably 
attendees at the same Protestant 
church. 

This situation however unwise 
and foolish, is just another 
example of the uneducated souls 
of America involving themselves 
in the political nuances of 
Northern Ireland without any 
knowledge or experience of 
our culture. Mr Jovi has since 
been very unremarkable in his 
response to the condemnation 
arising from his comments, much 
like the last 10 years of his career, 


YOU GIVE US A BAD NAME 


and Bono has_ unsurprisingly 
been just as muted, which is 
remarkable considering the 
background we have went into. 

An open invitation has been 
offered to Mr Jovi by the Orange 
Heritage Museum so that he can 
at least avail himself of some 
actual history (the true history) 
but alas the offer has fallen on 


w 
Oran @? 


@. 





deaf ears, maybe the music 
was too loud for too long, very 
much like Mr Jovi or perhaps his 
invitation is only halfway there. 

While we are on the subject 
of U2 | recently bought one of 
their new GPS devices but it was 
useless as the streets had no 
name and | still haven’t found 
what I’m looking for. 


IN MEMORIUM 


Pol Rap Sterritt, 'A' Cop 
Died 17" October 2011 


Pol Migel Patterson, 'D' Cop 
Died 15" Gctober 2012 


Proudly remembered by their 
friends and comrades 
'D' Battalion 
South Belfast Brigade 
Glster Defence Association 
Quis Separabit 
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he Coronavirus has _ put 

paid to many plans and 
aspirations during 2020. The 
economy tilters on the edge 
of yet further recession and 
the threat of unemployment 
and poverty has become a cold 
harsh reality for many families. 
It would be hard to find anyone, 
be it a so-called expert or a 
person in the street, who could 
have predicted such a fate for 
us. We move into 2021 with 
trepidation and a deep concern 
for our community. 

When faced with a variety of 
issues caused by the pandemic 
there is a tendency to fall back 
on past experiences and become 
insular and less prone to change 
or adapt. Yet our community 
has risen to the challenge in a 
magnificent way. Whether it be 
a small group of people living in 
a large estate or a community 
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group anxious to help or even 
individuals coming together 
under a common banner, the 
range and scope of help and 
advice being offered to all 
within our community has been 
inspiring and humbling. Food 


banks, community — kitchens, 
social enterprise, advisory 
groups and lone _ individuals, 


with a passion for assisting in 
any way they can, have all come 
together to offer a multitude 
of practical ways in which to 
assist the elderly, vulnerable, 
frail and those families who find 
themselves in dire straits. It may 
be hard to accept that there are 
positives coming out of 2020 
but to witness the strength of 
a community pulling together 
and making a real difference in 
people's lives shows that the 
virus may well continue to haunt 
us but it will most definitely 


not override 
our spirit and 
resolve. 

The _ political 
response to 
Covid-19 has 
been somewhat 
mixed to say 
the least. From 
lockdown to 
semi lockdown 
to circuit break 
to the throwing 
up of hands 
in despair, we 
have seen it 
all. The initial 
response 
was perhaps 
too slow and 
the differing 
messages and 
advice (once 
the virus was 
in full flow) far 
too complex 
and prone to 
overturning 
a day or two 
later. We had 
hoped for 
and expected 
(perhaps a tad 
naively) that 
all politicians 


would come 
together and 
grasp the 
nettle to show 
that Northern 
Ireland could 
and would 


be different, but the spectre 
of sectarianism and sheer anti 
British sentiment clouded the 
judgment of Sinn Fein and we 
saw an appalling lack of judgment 
from the leader of Sinn Fein in 
Northern Ireland (and Deputy 
First Minister) Michelle O’Neill, 
who somehow thought that 
lecturing us on Covid etiquette 
whilst flagrantly ignoring her 
own rules would be a bright 
idea. From illegal fake funerals 
to GAA matches (with hundreds 
of supporters spilling onto the 
pitch) to photo opportunities 
with IRA veterans Ms O’Neill 
has demonstrated an ineptitude 
that is as broad in its scope as 
it is overwhelming in its dim 
wittedness. The lack of a full and 
frank apology from her says it all. 
To the Republican movement the 
virus is yet another opportunity 


to spew out hate filled vitriol 
and demands for an “all Ireland” 
approach. When asked what 
type of “all Ireland” approach 
do they do want it tends to boil 
down to taking British money 
and throwing it up against a 
wall to see what happens next. 
Hardly scientific and certainly not 
visionary. 

Stormont has proved once 
again (if we needed showing by 
now) that the “joint” approach 
to dealing with issues (and this 
crisis is the biggest issue of them 
all) results in a tendency to dither 
and delay and point score rather 
than formulate a solution. We 
are not particularly surprised nor 
are we too disappointed but it is 
this paucity of expectation, the 
acceptance of ineptitude, that 
highlights the problems around 
Stormont and it is these problems 
that may well never be resolved 
in a political sense. Stormont 
continues to stand but it seems 
at times to be monolithic in tone 
and lacking in urgent practical 
assistance. It must be said that 
some political Ministers have 
tried to be consistent and ‘on 
message’ and some have been 
sincere and made valiant efforts 
to push forward the message to 
the Westminster government 
that Northern Ireland needs 
more help. But other politicians 
both here and abroad ( the usual 
suspects in America in particular 
) have combined the virus with 
Brexit and have somehow called 
into question the “peace process” 
because Sinn Fein are not getting 
everything their own way. It is 
always amusing to see the same 
old faces looking at the television 
cameras and declaring a concern 
for “peace” amidst dire warnings 
of violence when things stall or 
reach a difficult moment. Can we 
once and for all put paid to this 
nonsense and state simply that 
there is no threat to the peace 
process other than the standard 
Republican ploy of issuing doom 
laden prophecies when the 
going gets tough or they find 
themselves embarrassed due 
to law breaking. This type of 
bullying serves no purpose and 
fools no one. 

The usual Remembrance Day 
events will be heavily curtailed 
but that will not stop small 
individual acts of remembrance 
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and an outpouring of love and 
respect for our departed loved 
ones. That can never change. 
If we cannot stand in our 
thousands (as we normally do) 
and solemnly acknowledge our 
brothers and sisters who have 
left us then we can and we will 
do so in socially distanced small 
groups (in strict accordance 
with the rules and regulations 
- we are not Sinn Fein after all) 
and in a way that demonstrates 





our passion and love for our 
colleagues who have gone before 
us. To them we say look at what 
we are doing in 2020, look at 
the changes around us. We are 
upholding your sacrifice, we are 
re-dedicating ourselves to look 
after our community. We do this 
for you. We remember you. We 
love you. 


Quis Separabit. 
PC/Oct20 


LEST WE FORGET 


While the normal Remembrance Sunday 
. services will be missing for many of us these 
days its heartening to hear of those all over 
the UK who will be remembering their fallen 
friends and comrades. A delegation will pay 
their respects on 7th November at a North 
London cemetery to the following UDA 
Volunteers from the mainland: 


Vol. Jimmy “Manners” Field (London) 
Vol. Ronnie Barnard (Manchester) 
Vol. Alan Bowden (Manchester) 
Vol. Dave Jones (Manchester) 
Vol. John Griffiths (Yorkshire) 
fo) lea elalecicelat-m i t-Cim Viel tlarecy) 
Reference will also be made to all fallen 
comrades throughout the United Kingdom 
Quis Separabit 
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he dark days of the troubles 

are long behind us now and 
while we struggle on with the 
outcomes of the peace process 
twenty two years after the 
ceasefires many of the younger 
generation simply don’t know 
what we had to live through 
and how valuable life was at a 
time of indiscriminate murder 
and violence. Perhaps now as 
we see suicide so prevalent that 
we think about how we fought 
to stay alive and appreciate life 
that bit more. 

October 23rd 1993 was the 
date of the infamous Shankill 
bomb which was one of the most 
notorious acts of the troubles and 
is one which was seen not just 
as an attack on any individual or 
organisation but one of attacking 
a whole community. Ten died 
and more than fifty were injured 
when a bomb detonated at 
Frizzell’s fish shop on the road; 
the shop being situated below 
the then UDA Headquarters was 
given as the reason for its attack 
but this is a dubious motive as 
everyone knows the upstairs had 
been and would be empty that 
day for several reasons. 

To maximise injury and make 
sure no one would be allowed 
to escape the IRA team who 
delivered the bomb were more or 
less on a Suicide run as it had an 
eleven second fuse. This meant 
they would enter the shop and 
have virtually no time to make 












i 
v 
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good their own escape never 
mind anyone else. While their 
getaway car waited the bomb 
went off killing one and seriously 
injuring the other perpetrator 
and also causing massive damage 
not just to the lives of those 
killed or the foundations of the 
building but to each and every 
Shankill Road man and woman. 

Thomas Begley was_ killed 
instantly while his cohort Sean 
Kelly was pulled unconscious 
from the rubble by local people 
who rallied round and done all 
they could to recover survivors. 
Kelly to this day is one of the 
most infamous of IRA members 
and while he carries his own 
scars connected to this bombing 
there are a lot more people 
haunted by the mere mention of 
his name. The fact that in recent 
years he has featured heavily in 
canvassing roles for Sinn Fein 
election candidates says a lot 
about the genuine remorse 
that the Republican movement 
has for their victims. It’s worth 
pointing out too that Gerry 
Adams very proudly carried the 
coffin of Begley and this was at 
a time when back door dialogue 
was taking place with the aim of 
peace talks. 

It was a dark episode in the 
troubles, and we would like to pay 
our thoughts this Remembrance 
Sunday to all the victims of the 
horrific day. 

LEST WE FORGET 
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nother month goes by in 

the year of 2020; A new 
month of restrictions put in 
place by a hopeful government. 
Yet no longer do we rely on facts 
instead it seems predictions are 
the new way forward. Forgive 
me for being skeptical but in 
6 months | know of less than 
a handful of people that have 
been confirmed to have this 
‘deadly’ virus. Confirmed by a 
test that is only 70% accurate, 
when you can actually get your 
hands on one of these tests. 
Zero fatalities. In fact very 
little symptoms. Infection rate 
is rising they say. Could that 


VID THOUGHTS 


having anything to do with 
more people being tested? 
Imagine that? Who would have 
guessed! 

So what justifies the decimation 
of lives, small businesses and the 
mental health of very poor soul 
living under these governing 
rules? As people scramble to live 
and save their livelihoods, those 
in charge continue to press their 
knee on the neck of the working 
class. What is so different from 
the unlawful killing of George 
Floyd back in May of this year? 
This is not a race problem. 
This is a class problem. As the 
rich fat cats scramble to save 
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themselves, pulling strings from 
within, the normal working class 
person is stepped on, over and 
over. Fines on top of restrictions 
just to ensure you cant fight for 
your life. Collateral damage as 
we scramble to save the lives of... 
Wait... Who are we saving the 
lives of again?? The sick and the 
elderly? Forgive me for my blunt 
views but nature will always take 
its course. Isolating once again 
will have us all opening our arms 
to the grim reaper. Every life is 
important but I’m sure even the 
vulnerable will agree that these 
measures will leave a lot of 
people with very little to live for- 
So how do we choose who has 
to shut and who can stay open? 
Let’s have a closer look. 

Football at elite level can 
continue, the richest people 
in the country can continue to 
earn. | wonder does this have 
anything to do with the 40% 
tax the government earns from 
astronomical wages earned by 
the wealthier classes? Sweating 
and breathing all over each other 
as they travel from destination 
to destination. 

Small family businesses must 
close - Hairdressers, Nail bars, 





etc are only a small earner for the 
Government and_ significantly 
easier to support. This isn’t 
about risk. In my opinion this is 
about money. 

Between the ages of 20 - 50 
years old, there have been more 
deaths from suicide than there 
has been from Covid-19. 

As the healthy take their own 
lives to save those already dying, 
it is only a matter of time before 
this boils over into civil unrest. 
Please help us all understand 
the logic behind this circus. 
How much longer will the blind 
continue to lead the blind? 

A storm is coming. 

Many are preparing to dance in 
the rain. 

Time is running out for those 
at the top. Money won’t save 
these inconsiderate people, 
unaffected by their drastic 
decisions. A respected leader 
leads from the front not 
cowering at home picking up 
their pay cheque whilst choking 
the life out of society. 

Who is the real silent killer? 

Certainly not Covid 19 in my 
eyes. 

ll let you make your own 
decision on this one. 

THE LOYALIST 
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£A MILLION, 15" 





It seems the real cost to the 
Belfast Taxpayer will be a 
massive one when it comes 
to the vote which sneaked 
through committee last week. 
The bill which was passed by 
committee will see the change 
to how Irish Language street 
signs are erected and make the 
whole process easier with one 
person being able to trigger the 
application process and then 
only 15% of the residents to 
support it before being passed. 
This relaxation is possibly 
a massive switch towards 
changing the demographics of 
mixed areas within the greater 
Belfast area and the lowering to 
15% totally disregards the idea 
of community consent instead 
creating an issue of tension 
between neighbours. 


If the plan is agreed at full 
council one resident of a street 
can start the debate and the 
majority 85% of an area will be 
rejected and instead treated 
akin to a minority. That’s Belfast 
politics for you it seems. The 
party behind this always bleat 
on about Respect and Equality 
yet how can a massive majority 
of residents be ignored in such a 
way just to suit the speakers of a 
minority language. Previously it 
had been the case that one third 
of residents had to be in favour 
before a debate would even take 
place, but this new plan swiftly 
throws that in the bin. 

The Councils Strategic Policy 
and Resources Committee 
voted 14 to 6 in favour of this 
move with Alliance and SDLP 
supporting the Sinn Fein motion. 


y Way | 
ch Ui Chinneide | 





DEMOCRACY AND ALOT 
OF POTENTIAL VANDALISM 


The backing of Alliance seems 
rather bizarre when recalling 
that just days before this debate 
Cllr Michael Long ( the long 
suffering Husband of political 
heavyweight Naomi) had 
described a plan for dual signage 
as “half baked” and “reckless” 
considering the cost associated 
with this which he estimated at 
around £4Miillion. Yet the day of 
the vote he said “We are pleased 
to support this new proposal 
which will reduce barriers for 
those wanting bilingual signage. 
After several stalled attempts 
other parties have taken on 
board the need for policy to 
be both legally competent and 
financially sustainable.” 


Is a possible £4million _ bill 
financially sustainable when 
many employers within the 










council’s constituency are going 
to the wall and thousands of 
people are signing onto benefits 
while they search for new jobs? 
The same financial sustainability 
would cost on average over 
£1000 to action for a single 
street so when you add on the 
potential for vandalism and 
replacement then there will be 
a massive drain on ratepayer’s 
money. It was costed at £248 
on signage, £273 on posting/ 
printing and £568 on staff costs 
for this and council officials 
have predicted a big immediate 
demand on such changes which 
may mean a waiting list is 
required. 

Think of some of the parts of the 
city where the demographics 
are like a patchwork quilt with 
interfaces and road crossing 
streets and dividing the 
communities. Think for instance 
of Roden Street, Donegall Road 
and Broadway for example in 
the Village area of South Belfast. 
The Nationalist population at 
one end could trigger the debate 
and then supply the necessary 
15% support that would mean 
Unionist areas having unpopular 
Irish Language signs placed upon 
them; signs which will no doubt 
be vandalised and replaced at 
a hefty cost to the Council. Is 
this money being wisely spent 
and will it be a positive move? 
Surely NOT. Also think of new 
social housing developments 
which have been earmarked 
as shared space, would having 
Irish Language signage up 
endear people from a Unionist 
background to move there? 
Would an existing mixed area 
with good relations have aroused 
suspicion and neighbourhood 
issues if a more militant minority 
pushed for such a move. 

There are so many scenarios 
whereby this will be a wrong 
move and it will backfire on 
those who want it legislated 
for. The Irish language is being 
politicised and  weaponised 
and this cannot be allowed to 
continue. 


@theloyalista$ 
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Armistice day is on the 11" 
November and it also known 
as Remembrance Day. It marks 
the ending of World War One 
at 11:00am on the 11° day of 
the 11 month in 1918. The first 
two-minute silence in Britain was 
held on 11° November 1919, 
when King George V asked the 
public to observe a silence at 
11am. He made the request so 
“the thoughts of everyone may 
be concentrated on reverent 
remembrance of the glorious 
dead”. 

On this day, there are usually 
ceremonies at war memorials, 
cenotaphs and churches 
throughout the country, as well 
as abroad. The Royal Family and 
top politicians gather at The 
Cenotaph in Whitehall, London, 
for a memorial service. The 
anniversary is used to remember 
all the people who have died in 
wars - not just World War One. 
This includes World War Two, the 
Falklands War, the Gulf War, and 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
The red poppy is the most famous 
symbol used to commemorate 
those who sacrificed their lives 
in World War One and conflicts 
that followed. Wearing a poppy 
was inspired by the fields of 
poppies that grew where many 
of the battles were fought. The 
red poppy is connected to the 
Royal British Legion - a charity 
created by veterans of World 
War One. They say that the red 
poppy represents remembrance 
and hope. 

The purple poppy is often worn 
to remember animals that have 
been victims of war. Animals like 
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horses, dogs and pigeons were 
often drafted into the war effort, 
and those that wear the purple 
poppy feel their service should 
be seen as equal to that of human 
service. In particular, many 
horses were killed or injured in 
World War One. Donations to 
the Purple Poppy Appeal, which 
is organised by the War Horse 
Memorial, will go to charities 
like World Horse Welfare and the 
animal charity, Blue Cross. 

The black poppy has two 
different meanings attached to it. 
It is most commonly associated 
with the commemoration of 
Black, African and Caribbean 
communities’ contribution to the 
war effort - as servicemen and 
servicewomen, and as civilians. 
Things will be different this year 
as Covid -19 will impact on how 
we remember the fallen. We 
the public are encouraged not 
to attend any public displays 
of remembrance, but instead 
remain at home and have a two- 
minute silence on our doorstep 
to respect those who have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice. It doesn’t 
matter which Poppy you decide 
to wear, the important thing 
is, make sure you do wear 
one! It doesn’t matter how 
you remember the fallen, the 
important thing is that you do 
remember them! 


They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning 

We will remember them. 





IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
BY JOHN MCCRAE 


In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 


We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields. 


Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 


THE LOYALIST 


hilst being covered 
aide in the 
magazine in relation to the 
cost of the planned legislation 
for Belfast City Council to 
implement dual signage its 
important to remember the 
motivation behind this move 
and the real nature of the 
Alliance Party. 

Whilst they may try and 
portray themselves as a small u 
Unionist Party the truth is they 
couldn’t be further from that 
position and during a twitter 
debate recently Michael Long 


the husband of their party 
leader said that he supported an 
lrish Language Act. Stating that 
“Our Party has a clear record 
of supporting Irish Language 
Policy. I’m disappointed we 
haven’t seen any movement on 
an ILA from Sinn Fein, DUP and 
Executive Office.” 

Those Unionists living within 
Greater Belfast might be best 
reflecting on this when it comes 
to the next election and when 
an Alliance rep works within a 
predominately Unionist area 
and tries to run other parties 


OUR VETERANS 
THEY SERVED ALL! 
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down maybe its best to remind 
them of the words of Michael 
Long, who realistically isn’t 
allowed to voice his opinion in 
the house let alone outside of 
it. 

Unionists won’t elect an SDLP 
member so why does Alliance 
receive such an endorsement 
in the numerous Unionist areas 
when turnout are so low with 
many sitting at home with 
no desire to even vote at all. 
Alliance have been challenged 
time and again to make clear 


their position on Unity, but 





it is always sidestepped, the 
splinters must be common on 
Naomi’s backside as she sits 
on the fence so often on real 
issues. 

Just remember when a friend 
or relative in Belfast complains 
language 
street sign on their doorstep 
remind them of who caused 
this but importantly 
remind yourself that you are 
next. Where you live will be the 
next target and your council will 
be ready for easy pickings as far 
as Alliance are concerned. 


about a new dual 


most 
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LETTERS xs EDITOR 


Write to loyalpublications@yahoo.co.uk 





Dear Editor, 


As | write we are now about 
to move into the next phase 
of combatting this Covid-19 
epidemic and face up to four 
weeks of further restrictions. 
Pubs, restaurants, hairdressers 
and other local businesses will 
feel the brunt of this latest round 
of attempts to stem the tide of 
the Coronavirus. A number of 
people will lose their jobs and 
many firms and companies will 
go to the wall. 

People are angry and confused. 
The government advice has 
been at times conflicting and 
far from common sense. If this 
‘circuit breaker’ works it only 
pushes the virus back for a 
few weeks (in infection rates 
anyway), before it will return. 
Winter is fast approaching, and 
it is thought that the virus will 
be even more aggressive during 
November to February. So, it 
seems like we are just shifting 
the problem away a fraction 
as opposed to combatting it 
completely. 

Hospitals are already filling up 
according to local reports so 
it will be a very difficult period 
for the staff who work there 
and the patients who will have 
to attend. Meanwhile elective 
surgeries have been cancelled, 
appointments restricted 
or stopped altogether, and 
essential cancer treatments 
delayed. This surely cannot be 
right. We appear to be caught 
up in a bureaucratic nightmare 
whereby we are waiting for 
the Coronavirus surge but will 
reap the whirlwind of ‘normal’ 
illnesses as more and more 
people are putting off attending 
hospital and then finally either 
collapsing or dying due to non- 
treatment of their specific 
illness. 

A lot of mud has been thrown 
at politicians both nationally 
and locally and | have a degree 


of sympathy with that. When 
we witness the Deputy First 
Minister flouting and downright 
disobeying key Covid restrictions 
and rules then it is hardly 
surprising to see so many people 
copying the very same. | know 
there have been one or two 
examples of over attendance 
at Protestant funerals and that 
must be addressed. But Michelle 
O’Neill is (apparently) part of a 
group of Ministers running this 
country so her bad example is far 
far worse. The GAA must also be 
condemned for they have called 
for adherence to rules but have 
sat back when they have been 
disobeyed. Their leadership is 
heavily to blame for not shutting 
down sooner. 

Where all of this will finally take 
us is anyone’s guess. The ‘death 
rate’ to infection percentage 
does seem to be falling as we 
discover more effective ways in 
which to treat patients and that 
is to be applauded. A certain 
amount of ‘herd immunity’ will 
also take place and | can only 
hope that this in time moves 
us forward. The elderly, infirm 
and sick must be protected at all 
costs but we are also witnessing 
the deterioration of their mental 
health as they become isolated 
and depressed. More must be 
done to combat this. 

In March 2020 when this all 
exploded onto us | hoped to see 
the very end of it by Christmas 
2020. But we are now hearing 
that this whole epidemic and 
its consequences and effects 
will take us well into 2021 and 
beyond. This is awful to hear 
and | can only hope that our 
politicians and our national 
government in Westminster 
look at innovative ways to assist 
all of us during this difficult time. 


Yours sincerely, 


Pragmatic Loyalist 
County Down 


Dear Editor, 


As Coronavirus struck our wee 
country the fear of this unknown virus 
was very much evident throughout, 
lots did not know what to do and lots 
panicked, yet what | witnessed from 
many within the loyalist community 
in Lisburn was leadership, calm, care 
and determination. A good friend of 
mine stepped up to help, he wanted 
to do all he could like so many other 
ordinary working class people, | 
joined him for a number of weeks and 
together we played our small part in 
what was an enormous effort from 
volunteers in the Lisburn SAFE and 
The Resurgam Trust. 

Thanks to the efforts of SAFE and the 
Trust, countless vulnerable people 
were looked after through food 
parcels, hot meals, doing messages 
and even careful visits or phone calls to 
simply check in on people throughout 
our society. With the country in its 
biggest crisis for a considerable time, 
to see such selfless efforts made was 
incredibly heartening to witness and 
work alongside. Many of the people 
who put in the endless hours to 
help their communities when they 
needed them most are the same 
people too many would often look 
down on, dismiss or even condemn at 
times, for that is the standard attitude 
much too often aimed at working 
class people within loyalism. 

As | write this we are once again 
entering extremely difficult times, 
no doubt the same people who | 
praise above (who | know won't 
want the praise, as that is not what 
they do it for, but | do it anyway to try 
and balance things!) will be ready to 
help in anyway they can during the 
difficult winter months ahead. We 
face incredibly difficult times ahead, 
not just because of this dreadful virus 
but also because of the wreckage 
it and the restrictions will most 
certainly leave behind. The economic 
consequences for what we are 
going through are simply going to be 
enormous, | think everyone accepts 
that, but that can and | believe will 
be fixable, the lives though will take 
much longer and harder work to fix. 
Before this crisis our mental health 


situation in Northern Ireland was in 
crisis mode, in fact it was long past 
that. Where will it be after this? 
| worry, | really do. So that is the 
enormous battle ahead for us all, the 
sense of worry, loneliness, depression 
and hopelessness is rife because of 
the past few months and it won't go 
away anytime soon. But | know the 
same people who stepped up when 
their community needed them most 
will not be found wanting when it 
comes to the battles ahead. 

These are matters which our 
politicians in local councils and at 
Stormont must look at and prioritise 
of course, as a matter of urgency 
and as urgent as dealing with the 
virus. Protecting and saving the 
most vulnerable is the most basic 
responsibility for any Government 
or Administration in any country, 
so that means looking at the risks 
this virus brings to the vulnerable 
and doing all that is possible to 
protect those people, while at the 
same time considering the impact 
any major restrictions will have 
on other vulnerable people within 
our communities. It needs to be 
acknowledged by our political leaders 
that vulnerable people come in all 
shapes and sizes, especially so when 
it comes to mental health. | do not 
envy some of the decisions at all, 
but | also think after 9 months and 
a full lockdown already, we need a 
new direction, renewed leadership 
and some hope for the future. For if 
we do not get these things then the 
consequences will be dire and we 
will look back in years to come at the 
many many people let down during 
our biggest test, that will lead to 
anger and resentment most certainly. 
People have been through so much, 
they need to know there can be a 
bright future ahead and that those 
in the big buildings will not abandon 
them. One things for sure though, 
when | look back | will remember 
the amazing people from our local 
communities who | am proud to 
live alongside during this extremely 
testing time. 


Yours sincerely, 
Gary Hynds, Lisburn 


